Running Head: ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES	1

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICIES		7





Environmental Policies
Institution
Name
Course










There are policies that have been put forth to provide a structure for regulating and managing the quality of air and water. Due to human and industrial activities, there has been pollution of both air and water and the whole environment at large. Since these acts have endangered the environment, there arose a need to look at how the environment could be sustained for future generations (Goldenburg, 2014). There have been practicable and reasonable measures that have been geared towards protecting, restoring and enhancing the quality of the environment.
One of the goals of the policies that have been put in place to ensure a sustainable environment is to improve the quality of human life. All economic, social and political advancements must be though and implemented by human beings. The chief aim of development is to improve the quality of human life. It should make the people realize what they are capable of doing that can enable them to live a dignity and fulfilled life (Goldenburg, 2014). Development relies heavily on the economic growth as an essential part, but it cannot be a goal in itself. Development ought to result in healthy lives with access to descent housing, clean water, and air among other factors. People have always yearned for high-quality life.
Another goal is that the policies have been directed to prevent, reduce and eliminate the different forms of pollution to ensure that the environment is adequately protected. Human activities such as farming, industries, and mining among others have resulted in environmental pollution.  Since that has been brought to their attention, there is a need to control these human activities to conserve the environment. For instance, industries have been emitting gases that have been associated with causing global warming. This has caused airborne diseases that have ultimately cost lives of living things (Goodwin, 2005). The manufacturing sector has also channeled waste materials into the streams that have made the water not safe for domestic use; it has also caused deaths of aquatic lives. 
The policies have also been geared towards conserving the vitality and diversity of the natural environment.  Development ought to be conservation-based with the main aim of protecting diversity, functions, and structure of the natural systems on which living things depend on. With that said, the aims of the policies should be conserving life-support systems. People ought to recycle elements, control water flow, work on how to ensure ecological systems that cleanse water and air and enable the ecosystem to renew themselves.  They should also ensure conservation of biodiversity; biodiversity includes animals, plants and other living organisms (Goodwin, 2005). The use of the renewable resources sustainably is another policy goal; they include marine, forests, wild animals, and soil among others. There is also a need to conserve the non-renewable resources. Resources such as gas and oil among other minerals ought to be utilized in the most optimal manner to reap the best possible benefit.
There exist four main types of market failures that are imperfect information, externalities, market control and public goods. The problem of ensuring high-quality life for all people can be associated with the problem of public goods. The markets may fail to meet the needs or want for public goods such as highways, Defence, and shelter among others. The market failure that can be linked to preventing, reducing and eliminating the different forms of pollution to ensure that the environment is adequately protected is negative externalities. Taking for instance, vehicles or industries that are carrying out their activities to maximize their benefits may end up polluting the environment hence causing illnesses among other problems (Smith, 2016). The last market failure is that of market control. This problem can be associated with the policies that have been geared towards conserving the environment. Some people might make use of resources such as non-renewable resources like gas without being careful.  These are resources that are getting depleted, and there is a need to obtain the best possible benefit out of their use.
Air pollution has been seen as the most serious problems experienced in the world. This refers to the contamination of the atmosphere by harmful biological materials and other harmful chemical materials. Air pollution has been highly experienced in the urban areas since it is here where there are industries that produce poisonous gases. Air pollution has negative health impacts. It is believed that air pollution can cause both long and short-term health effects. Some of the short-term health effects associated with air pollution are allergic reactions, headaches, and throat irritation among others (Smith, 2016). While some of the long-term effects of air pollution include liver damage, kidney damage, and heart diseases among others. Before the poisonous gases are emitted into the environment can be purified so that it cannot affect all living things.
Another issue that is associated with air pollution is that it causes damage to water bodies, forests, animals, and crops. Once air has been polluted by the poisonous gases and rain falls, it forms acid which then flows into the water bodies whereby aquatic life is negatively affected. It also causes eutrophication in the water bodies where once the plants have grown competes with the aquatic lives for nutrients (Smith, 2016). Air pollution also causes haze. Before waste from the manufacturing industries is channeled into the water streams, it has been treated. The government should always have the plants growing in water bodies such as water hyacinth removed from the water bodies.
Air pollution also contributes to the depletion of the ozone layer. The ozone layer is the part that protects the earth from the sun's ultra-violet rays (Smith, 2016). Once the ozone layer has been depleted, it allows the ultraviolet rays from the sun to reach the earth. On reaching the earth, it hits on people's skin hence causing skin cancer. The government has directed the industries to make use of energy resources that are eco-friendly so that they can minimize air pollution. The government should push for adoption of clean energy so that there can be reduced emission of poisonous gases. 
The earth's population is expected to grow within the next couple of years. With more people on the earth, it will mean that there will be more demand for the already scarce resource.  It is much worrying that nearly one billion people are expected to lack clean water. People are walking miles away from their homesteads in search of clean water (Rosenbaum, 2012). The issue of overpopulation can be addressed through regulation of the number of children per each family through the use of family planning methods.  This will mean that there will be less pressure on the available water resources.
The risks that are associated with taking dirty water are just great as taking no water at all. Unclean water is very dangerous when taken and can easily cause death. The mortality rate in the developing nations has been increased by taking of dirty water. No person should be coerced to choose between dehydration and water-related diseases that are linked to dirty water. The government and other stakeholders have joined hands together in financing projects that are meant to provide clean water. Projects such as drilling boreholes and processing of water for domestic uses are some of the ways that will solve the issue of dirty water (Rosenbaum, 201,2). In urban areas, there is always a risk of sanitation issues, and thus when there is lack of proper sanitation channels, there will arise sanitation issues. The government ought to have in place proper sanitation channels constructed. 
When a community lacks clean water, it will not grow crops and so it will face food shortage at the end of the day. A community that lacks clean water becomes unhygienic and dirty.  It also faces the risks of spreading water-borne spreading. The government and other interested stakeholders have come together to provide water so that farmers can do farming to produce sufficient food products. It is not an easy task to control how different nations are using water, and it has been projected that water crisis will soon be causing conflicts among the countries. Some nations are overusing water, for instance, Iraq drilled 1000 wells to tap water for irrigation among other uses (Goldenburg, 2014).
When a community or a nation lacks clean water, it spends much time trying to gather safe water. They also spend a lot of funds that could be allocated to other development projects (Rosenbaum, 2012). Having access to clean and safe water means that time will be spent in other activities that will help improve their lives such as pursuing education and work opportunities that will make their tomorrow better than their yesterday.  There have been efforts that have been directed towards piping water either to homesteads or near homesteads so that people can have access to water so that they can save the time that they spend while looking for water for domestic uses. There is a problem of embezzlement of funds that were meant to finance projects that would have solved the issue of lack of sufficient water.
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